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Shlomo (Salu) Hellwing was born on August 27, 1927 in Radautz, Bukovina, 

Romania,.  He studied at the University of Bucharest where he gained his B.Sc. and 

MSc. degrees in biology.  In 1963 he immigrated to Israel,where he began working on 

the biology of shrews at Tel-Aviv University, while also carrying out his doctoral 

studies at the Hebrew University  under the supervision of Prof. H. Steinitz. He 

received his Ph.D. in 1972 and the following year went for   post-doctoral training in 

the laboratory of  Prof. J.R. Clarke at Oxford University, UK. In 1975 he  received a 

six-month fellowship to train in museology  at the Carnegie Musem in Pittsburg, 

USA. 

 

At the Experimental Zoo of Tel-Aviv University ,Dr Hellwing established a unique 

colony of shrews (Crocidura russula) that provided a considerable number of 

graduate students with an excellent tool to study the biology, physiology and 

reproduction of these tiny mammals. . Dr. Hellwing taught vertebrate anatomy and 

biology of mammalian reproduction to undergraduate students and also served as the 

curator of the zoological collections at Tel-Aviv University.  

 

Shlomo Hellwing died in 1992, leaving a wife, Renie, and two daughters, Bat-Ami 

and Ariella. 
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